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Christmas at Redeemer 
• Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, December 24, 6:00-7:00pm. We’ll 

have a joint Christmas service with First Cumberland.  
 
Direct guests to and find more information at redeemerhuntsville.org/christmas 
 
Due to Christmas Week the previously announced vote to consider our elder 
and deacon candidates will be rescheduled for January 11, 2026. On this day, 
members will have an opportunity to vote by ballot for each name nominated at 
the November 16 members meeting. Email info@redeemerhuntsville.org for 
more information. 
 
Serve at Redeemer. As our church grows in size, we want to ensure 
that we are leveraging all of our members’ and attenders’ gifts and 
talents to help build up the church. If you’ve been here for a while, 
and would like to let us knows ways you’d love to contribute your 
energy, talents, or expertise, scan this QR code. 
 
Redeemer Kids’ Sunday school classes break for the month of December to 
allow our volunteers and teachers a reset before the next semester starts in 
January. November 30th will be the last day of Redeemer Kids Sunday school 
classes in 2025. If you’d like to serve in 2026, email 
thomas@redeemerhuntsville.org 
 
Adult equip classes break for the month of December before the next semester 
starts in January. November 30th will be the last day of equip classes in 2025. 
Next year will feature “Introduction to Reformed Theology;” “How to Study 
and Understand the Bible;” and a soon to be announce class. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Order of Worship 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2025 
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Welcome to Redeemer, and Merry Christmas! 
 
We are glad that you’ve joined us today for worship. Know that no question is 
off limits here. We take the gospel seriously and invite all people everywhere to 
enjoy the grace of God. 
 
You can read what’s coming up on the last page of the bulletin. More 
information can be found at redeemerhuntsville.org. 
 
Any questions? Feel free to email us at info@redeemerhuntsville.org 
 

✛ ✛ ✛ 
 
Guests  
If you are a guest, we would love to send you some more 
information about Redeemer. Go ahead and take out your 
phone. (It’s okay, we promise!) Scan the QR code on the right to 
answer just three short questions.  
 

Restrooms & Relief 
Restrooms can be found in the hallway behind the chapel. A men’s restroom is 
on the right outside of the double doors, and the women’s room is around the 
corner. Water and coffee are available downstairs following worship. 
 

Parents 
Baby changing facilities are available in the respite room to the right as you exit 
the chapel. Nursing mothers are welcome to feed their baby wherever they feel 
comfortable, but one of our hosts can also help you find a private room. 
 
Giving 
Redeemer relies upon the generosity of her members to support 
the ministries and missions of the church. You can make a one-
time gift by dropping funds into the black box at the rear of the 
sanctuary or electronically by scanning the QR code on the 
right. 
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Song of Response  
O Praise The Name (Anástasis) 
 
I cast my mind to Calvary 
Where Jesus bled and died for me 
I see His wounds His hands His feet 
My Saviour on that cursed tree 
 
His body bound and drenched in tears 
They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 
The entrance sealed by heavy stone 
Messiah still and all alone 
 
O praise the Name of the Lord our God 
O praise His Name forevermore 
For endless days we will sing Your praise 
Oh Lord oh Lord our God 
 
Then on the third at break of dawn 
The Son of heaven rose again 
O trampled death where is your sting 
The angels roar for Christ the King 
 
He shall return in robes of white 
The blazing sun shall pierce the night 
And I will rise among the saints 
My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 
 
Benjamin Hastings, Dean Ussher, Marty Sampson 
CCLI Song #7037787 
© 2015 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia; Small City Music 

 
Doxology 
 
Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
Praise Him all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above you heavenly hosts! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen. 
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Sermon 
“An Unexpected Christmas” 
Luke 2 
Thomas Newman 
 

1. An unexpected announcement (vv. 1-7) 
 
 
 
 

2. Delivered to an unexpected audience (vv. 8-11) 
 
 
 
 

3. About an unexpected kind of Savior (vv. 12-21) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord’s Supper 
If you are not 1) a baptized believer who is 2) walking with Christ in faith and 3) in good standing with your local 
church, we ask that you refrain from this meal and take this moment to reflect upon your life and seek the grace 
God freely offers to all who cast themselves upon Jesus. 
All communion bread is gluten-free 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 
Zach Carter, Presiding Elder 
Thomas Newman, Preaching 

 David Smith, Lead Musician

Welcome & Thanksgiving* Psalm 135:13–14 

Advent Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (Hyfrydol) 

Scripture Reading Luke 1:67–80 
Nathan Johnson 

 
Affirmation of the Faith Athanasian Creed  pt. II 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon Colossians 1:19–20 

Pastoral Prayer 

Christmas Hymn Who Is This 

Song of Adoration Behold Our God 

Sermon “An Unexpected Christmas” 
Luke 2 

Thomas Newman 
Lord’s Supper 
 
Song of Response O Praise The Name (Anástasis) 

Benediction & Doxology  

 
* Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Call to Worship 
Psalm 135:13–14 
 13  Your name, O LORD, endures forever,  

your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages.  
 14  For the LORD will vindicate his people  

and have compassion on his servants. 
 

Advent Hymn 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
Come, Thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free;  
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee.  
Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art;  
Dear Desire of ev'ry nation, Joy of every longing heart.  
 
Joy to those who long to see Thee  
Day-spring from on high, appear.  
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth, we long to hear!  
O'er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth;  
"Go to Him your praises bringing  
Christ the Lord has come to earth!"  
 
Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
He whose glories knew no end.  
By His life He brings us gladness, 
Our redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.  
Leaving riches without number,  
Born within a cattle stall;  
This the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 
Born Thy people to deliver,  
Born a child, and yet a King,  
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O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
David Zimmer, Nathan Stiff 
CCLI Song #7160126 
© 2020 Sovereign Grace Praise; Sovereign Grace Worship 

 
Song of Adoration 
Behold Our God 
 
Who has held the oceans in His hands 
Who has numbered every grain of sand 
Kings and nations tremble at His voice 
All creation rises to rejoice 
 
Behold our God seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him 
 
Who has given counsel to the Lord 
Who can question any of His words 
Who can teach the One who knows all things 
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds 
 
Who has felt the nails upon His hands 
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man 
God eternal humbled to the grave 
Jesus Savior risen now to reign 
 
You will reign forever 
(Let Your glory fill the earth) 
 
Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge 
CCLI Song #5937510 
© 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise; Sovereign Grace Worship 
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Christmas Hymn 
Who Is This 
 
Who is this divine and tender 
Hailing from eternal shores 
Once arrayed in highest splendor 
Now in poverty adorned 
He is Jesus God made mortal 
Word in flesh the Light of Life 
From a throne room to a stable 
Hope is born this holy night 
 
Who is this of might and meekness 
Given all authority 
With a word He stills the tempest 
At His touch the blind can see 
He is Jesus our Messiah 
Long awaited long proclaimed 
Sing Hosanna in the highest 
Christ the King has come to reign 
 
Who is this reviled and stricken 
Broken on a cursed tree 
Son of God by God forsaken 
Drenched in our iniquity 
He is Jesus slain for sinners 
Laiden with our guilt and grief 
All our praise to Him we render 
For His wounds have won our peace 
 
Who is this entombed in darkness 
Cast into the bitter depths 
He whom grave nor Hell could harness 
Rose and tore the sting from death 
He is Jesus God triumphant 
Risen to the Father’s side 
All will bow in awe and reverence 
At the name of Jesus Christ 
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Born to reign in us for ever,  
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone;  
By Thine all-sufficient merit  
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 
Charles Wesley, Rowland Hugh Prichard, Mark E. Hunt. 
© Words: V1&V4Public Domain; © 1978 Mark E. Hunt V2&V3; Music: Public Domain. 

 
Scripture Reading  
Luke 1:67–80 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, 

saying,  

 68  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  
for he has visited and redeemed his people  

 69  and has raised up a horn of salvation for us  
in the house of his servant David,  

 70  as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
 71  that we should be saved from our enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  
 72  to show the mercy promised to our fathers  

and to remember his holy covenant,  
 73  the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us  
 74  that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,  
  might serve him without fear,  
 75  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  
 76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
 77  to give knowledge of salvation to his people  

in the forgiveness of their sins,  
 78  because of the tender mercy of our God,  

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high  
 79  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  
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80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 
until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 
 
Affirmation of the Faith 
Athanasian Creed1 pt. II (c. 500s) 
 
Just as Christian truth compels us 
    to confess each person individually 
    as both God and Lord, 
    so catholic2 religion forbids us 
    to say that there are three gods or lords.3 

    The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten from anyone. 
    The Son was neither made nor created; 
    he was begotten from the Father alone. 
    The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor begotten; 
    he proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    Accordingly there is one Father, not three fathers; 
    there is one Son, not three sons; 
    there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits. 

    Nothing in this trinity is before or after, 
    nothing is greater or smaller; 
    in their entirety the three persons 
    are coeternal and coequal with each other . . . 

But it is necessary for eternal salvation 
that one also believe in the incarnation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully. 

 
1 The Athanasian Creed emerged in the West during the patristic era as a precise summary of 

biblical teaching on the Trinity and the person of Christ. Though not written by Athanasius himself, 
the namesake honors his defense of Scripture against error and served the church for centuries as a 
guardrail against Trinitarian and Christological error. 

2 The Greek word “catholic” (καθο% λου) means “universal.” 
3 For further study, see John 1:1, 14; Phil 2:6–11; Col 2:9; Heb 2:14–17; 1 Cors 15:3–4; Acts 1:9–

11; Matt 25:31–32, et al. 
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Now this is the true faith: 

    That we believe and confess 
    that our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
    is both God and human, equally. 

    He is God from the essence of the Father, 
    begotten before time; 
    and he is human from the essence of his mother, 
    born in time; 
    completely God, completely human, 
    with a rational soul and human flesh; 
    equal to the Father as regards divinity, 
    less than the Father as regards humanity. 

    Although he is God and human, 
    yet Christ is not two, but one. 
    He is one, however, 
    not by his divinity being turned into flesh, 
    but by God's taking humanity to himself. 
    He is one, 
    certainly not by the blending of his essence, 
    but by the unity of his person. 
    For just as one human is both rational soul and flesh, 
    so too the one Christ is both God and human . . . 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
Colossians 1:19–20 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
  


